
Covid-19: Updates for Long-term Care 
and Assisted Living Facilities 

April 22, 2020  



Agenda 

• Updated CDC guidance 
• Serologic testing overview 
• COVID-19 Reporting and Resource Tracking 
• Transfers between acute care and post-acute care 

 
 
 



Infection Control and Response (ICAR) Assessments 

• Joint effort between TDH’s HAI/AR Program and CDC  
– CDC offering staffing support remotely to help increase number of facilities 

that can be assessed 
– Data ARE NOT reported to any other agencies/regulatory authorities 

• Focuses on COVID-19-specific measures 
• May be done by phone OR video! 

– FaceTime 
– Skype 

 
 

 



Updated Guidance for Return to Work Criteria 



Guidance for Assisted Living Facilities 



Serologic (Antibody) Testing 

• Assesses for a person’s exposure to a specific infections 
– IgM: First antibody type produced in response to infection 
– IgG: Persist for long periods after infection exposure resolves 

• Used for some illnesses (measles, varicella) whether a person is 
immune to future infection 

• DOES NOT determine time of infection 
– Should not be used  to determine if someone is currently 

infected  
• Role in COVID-19 response and recovery remains unclear 

 
 



New CMS Requirement for COVID-19 Reporting 



New CMS Requirement for COVID-19 Reporting 

• Requirement to report specific metrics via NHSN 
– Unclear what metrics are required vs. optional 
– Exact timeline also unclear 

• Facilities will need to obtain SAMS access 
– Authentication system used by CDC for NHSN reporting 
– Process for application will be expedited 

• Updates likely to be required weekly  
• Option for batch reporting (by corporate offices and/or public 

health) likely to be available 
 

MORE TO COME 



Transfers from Acute Care Facilities 

• Ongoing discussions between THA and THCA 
• TDH is creating general guidance for best practices 

– Communication strategies between facilities 
– Cohorting/isolation strategies for new transfers 
– When and how transmission-based precautions may be discontinued 
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